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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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6) 03 Claim(s) 1-35 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 15 May 2001 is/are: a)K accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 6-25-2001 has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 2: "method" 
should be replaced with "system." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-6, 8, 11-15, 18-24, 26, 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Reynolds et al (US 2001/0037500). 

2. Regarding claim 1, Reynolds teaches a method for modifying enhanced 
programming for an interactive television system, the method comprising: intercepting a 
first trigger at a cable operator facility, the first trigger being embedded in a television 
broadcast (See Fig. 2, Fig. 4 Step 202 and Paragraphs 26, 27, 29-32); replacing the first 
trigger with a second trigger (See Fig. 4 Step 214 Paragraphs 26, 27, 29-32); and 
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sending the second trigger to the interactive television system with the television 
broadcast (See Fig. 4 Step 216 Paragraphs 26, 27, 29-32). 

3. Regarding claim 2, Reynolds teaches wherein the first trigger comprises a first 
link to a first set of enhanced content (See Fig. 2, Fig. 4 Paragraphs 26, 27, 29-32). 

4. Regarding claim 3, Reynolds teaches wherein replacing the first trigger with a 
second trigger comprises: replacing the first link with a second link to a second set of 
enhanced content (See Fig. 2, Fig. 4 Paragraphs 26, 27, 29-32). 

5. Regarding claim 4, Reynolds teaches wherein the first and second links comprise 
uniform resource locators (URLs) (See Paragraph 7). 

6. Regarding claim 5, Reynolds teaches wherein the first trigger comprises a first 
message (See Paragraph 8 Announcements are messages). 

7. Regarding claim 6, Reynolds teaches wherein replacing comprises: substituting 
a second message for the first message (See Paragraph 27). 

8. Regarding claim 8, Reynolds teaches wherein the first trigger relates to 
enhanced content for a first geographic location and the second trigger relates to 
enhanced content for a second geographic location (See Paragraph 27). 

9. Regarding claim 1 1 , Reynolds teaches wherein the first trigger relates to content 
of a national interest and the second trigger relates to content of a locai interest (See 
Paragraph 27). 

10. Regarding claim 12, Reynolds teaches wherein the second trigger contains 
directed advertising related to the first trigger (See Paragraph 27). 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 13, Reynolds teaches wherein the first trigger is embedded into 
the television broadcast by one selected from a group consisting of a producer, a 
broadcast network, a studio, and a cable operator (See Paragraph 26). 

12. Regarding claim 14, Reynolds teaches wherein the second trigger is identical to 
the first trigger (See Fig. 4 Steps 212, 214 Paragraph 42 Unchanged metadata is 
inserted into video data stream). 

13. Regarding claim 15, Reynolds teaches wherein the second trigger comprises at 
least a portion of the first trigger (See Paragraph 27). 

14. Regarding claim 18, Reynolds teaches a method for blocking access to selected 
enhanced content during a television broadcast, the method comprising: intercepting a 
first trigger at a cable operator facility, the first trigger being embedded in a television 
broadcast (See Fig. 2, Fig. 4 Step 202 and Paragraphs 26, 27, 29-32); removing the 
first trigger from the television broadcast (See Fig. 2, Fig. 4 Step 204 and Paragraphs 
26, 27, 29-32); and sending the television broadcast to an interactive television system 
of a customer (See Fig. 2, Fig. 4 Step 216 and Paragraphs 26, 27, 29-32). 

15. Regarding claims 19-24, 26, 29-33 claims 19-24, 26, 29-33 are system claims 
corresponding to method claims 1-6, 8, 11-15, respectively. Thus, claims 19-24, 26, 29- 
33 are discussed and rejected according to claims 1-6, 8, 11-15. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 7, 9-10, 25, 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Reynolds. 

17. Regarding claim 7, Reynolds fails to disclose replacing a first trigger with a 
second trigger of a different language. However, Reynolds does teach where triggers 
can be in different languages (See Paragraph 8). Thus, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Reynolds so 
that the first trigger related to enhanced content for a first language and the second 
trigger related to enhanced content for a second language in order to tailor a broadcast 
to a local market (See Paragraph 15). 

18. Regarding claims 9-10, Reynolds fails to disclose where triggers relate to 
religion/ethnicity. Official Notice is taken that it is well known that ethnic/religious 
demographics are two characteristics that relate to the population of a geographic area. 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Reynolds so that triggers related to religion/ethnicity of 
the local market in order to tailor broadcasts to the local market (See Paragraph 15). 

19. Regarding claims 25, 27-28, claims 25, 27-28 are system claims corresponding 
to method claims 7, 9-10, respectively. Thus, claims 25, 27-28 are discussed and 
rejected according to claims 7, 9-10. 

20. Claims 16-17, 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Reynolds in view of Blackketter (US 6,560,777). 
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21 . Regarding claim 16, in Reynolds the second trigger does not necessarily replace 
a portion of a URL of the first trigger. In a similar endeavor, Blackketter teaches where 
a general portion of a URL is replaced with more specific portion (See Col. 5 lines 5-28). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Reynolds so that the second trigger comprised the URL 
of the first trigger in order to provide an effective way to distinguish each type of specific 
content from another (See Col. 5 lines 18-27). 

22. Regarding claim 17, Reynolds fails to disclose wherein the second trigger further 
comprises supplemental enhanced content appended to the first trigger and wherein the 
second trigger is configured to provide a choice between enhanced content and 
supplemental enhanced content for display on the interactive television system. 
Blackketter teaches a using trigger that is a collection of multiple resources in order to 
provide a choice between which content is displayed (See Fig. 3 Sports page 322 and 
Col. 2 lines 47-60, Col. 3 lines 59-67, Col. 4 lines 1-2). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Reynolds so that the second trigger was configured to provide a choice between 
enhanced content and supplemental enhanced content for display on the interactive 
television system in order to allow the users to select the enhancement they prefer. 

23. Regarding claims 34-35, claims 34-35 are system claims corresponding to 
method claims 16-17, respectively. Thus, claims 34-35 are discussed and rejected 
according to claims 1 6-1 7. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamieson W. Fish whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7307. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
primary, Ngoc Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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